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“Highly Combustible” Comedy Warms Up The Winter

The cast of Leading Ladies
Back row: director Phyllis Johnson 
Middle row (L - R): Brad Williams, 

Julie Ufema, Pat McKnight, 
Richard Knouse 

Front row (L -R): Zachariah Smith, 
Jared Bassette, Destiny Zeiders, 

Michael Cramer.

SAP to stage it’s fourth Ludwig-
penned comedy during the 48th 
season.
On Friday, February 27, the curtain rises 
on the latest Stone Arch Players’ 
production, Leading Ladies, written by 
Ken Ludwig and directed by Phyllis 
Johnson.
 Two actors, Jack and Leo, are down 
on their luck and performing “Scenes 
from Shakespeare” on the Moose Lodge 
circuit in the Pennsylvania Amish country. 
When they hear that an old lady in York, 
PA is leaving her fortune to her two long-
lost nephews, they resolve to pass 
themselves off as her beloved relatives 

and get the cash. Or so they think! 
Romantic entanglements abound in this 
hilarious comedy by the author of Lend 
Me A Tenor and Moon Over Buffalo.
 S tar r ing Mic hae l C ramer  and 
Zachariah Smith as the two English lads 
Jack and Leo, Leading Ladies is based on 
Shakespeare’s comedic Twelfth Night. 
Additional cast includes Richard Knouse, 
Pat McKnight, Julie Ufema, Brad Williams, 
and Destiny Zeiders. SAP is also pleased 
to welcome newcomer Jared Bassette, 
appearing in his first Stone Arch 
production.
 Director Phyllis Johnson abounds with 
excitement about her latest production. “I 
am working with an outstanding cast and 
crew,” she stated. “Who knew dressing 
guys in women’s clothes could be this 
much fun!”
 Previous Ken Ludwig shows staged by 
SAP include Moon Over Buffalo (March 
2000), Lend Me A Tenor (March 2004), 
and last winter’s The Game’s Afoot, or 
Holmes For The Holidays.
	 Show dates are February 27 and 28, 
and March 6-8 and 13-15. Friday and 
Saturday show times are 8 pm, and 
Sunday show times are 2 pm.
	 Tickets are $10 for reserved seating, 
and go on sale to the general public on 
Monday, February 23. You can reserve 
your tickets by calling the box office at 
717-248-2224 between 7-9 pm Monday-
Friday. You can also submit email requests 
anytime at tickets4SAP@gmail.com. Email 
requests are honored on a first-come, first-
served basis. Reservations are highly 
recommended.

 All tickets will be available for pick-
up at the box office on the night of your 

reservation. On show nights, the box 
office opens at 6 pm on Fridays and 
Saturdays, and at noon on Sundays.

Theatre-goers are reminded to be at 
the theatre no later than 15 minutes 
before the advertised start of the show. 
Late arrivals will be seated at the 
discretion of the house staff. 

Also, if you have made reservations 
and are unable to attend, please 
remember to call the box office as soon 
as possible to cancel, so the seats can be 
resold. A complete copy of our ticket 
policy can be found in every edition of 
the SAP playbill at each show.	
 Leading Ladies  had i ts wor ld 
premiere on October 15, 2004 at the 

Stone Arch Players
PO Box 604
Lewistown, PA 17044

Return Service Requested

Dates to Remember
Patron Ticket Sales
     Feb. 17, 18, 19 • 7-9 pm

General Public Ticket Sales
	     start Mon., February 23
	     7-9 pm (Mon.-Thurs.)

Show Dates	
	     Feb. 27, 28, Mar. 6-9, 13-15
	     Friday & Saturday - 8 pm
	     Sunday - 2 pm
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continued

Director Phyllis Johnson shows the cast 
of Leading Ladies how she envisions 
the scene playing out.
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Contact us!

www.stonearchplayers.com
stonearchplayer@yahoo.com

tickets4SAP@gmail.com
OnCueSAP@gmail.com

box office: 717-248-2224

On Cue is the official newsletter of the Stone Arch Players. It is distributed to 
patrons and members in advance of each production, three times a year, and 
once in the summer in conjunction with the annual patron drive. 
	 It is also available on the Stone Arch website as a downloadable PDF. 
Past newsletters are also archived on the website.
	 For more information on the newsletter, or to submit information for 
publication, please email the editor at OnCueSAP@gmail.com.

Alley Theatre, Gregory Boyd, artistic director, in association 
with the Cleveland Playhouse, Michael Bloom, artistic director 
and Dean R. Gladden, managing director. It was directed by 
Ken Ludwig.
	 Please note: Leading Ladies features mature themes. 
Parental guidance is suggested.

Auditions Announced for Spring Production
	 Auditions for the spring production, Getting Sara Married, 
will be held on Monday, March 2 and Tuesday, March 3, at 7 
pm at the Theatre-In-The-Park, Kish Park, Burnham. Written by 
Sam Bobrick and directed by Colette Hartzler, roles are 
available for three males and three females.
 Determined to get her reluctant niece, busy lawyer Sara, 
married at any cost, Aunt Martha has resorted to questionable 
tactics. And her most recent prospective bridegroom has prior 
commitments. After head injuries, angry confrontations and 
hilarious misunderstandings, Sara comes to realize that romance 
and marriage maybe aren’t so bad after all.
	 Show dates are May 8, 9, 15-17 and 22-24. For more 
information on the show and auditions, please contact Colette 
Hartzler at 717-513-6317, or by email at hartzlerclan@aol.com.

Camp SAP
 Plans are in the works for another summer theatre camp in 
2015. Organizers are looking at two different camps this year — 
a fundamentals of theatre for younger campers, and production 
workshop for older campers. You can keep current by following 
the camp’s Facebook page at www.facebook.com/
SAPTheatreCamp. Updates will also be posted on the SAP 
website, Facebook page, and in future editions of this 
newsletter. 

Your Community Theatre Needs You
 SAP is always looking for help behind the scenes! If you are 
interested in helping with tech, set decorations, props, or any 
other backstage job, please contact Phyllis Johnson at 
717-248-1387, or pjohnson@rjphco.com. This is an excellent 
way to get to know the world of community theatre. And don’t 
worry, we offer “on-the-job” training!

We Want To Hear From You
	 Do you have any suggestions for future Stone Arch 
productions? We would love to hear your ideas! Contact Phyllis 
Johnson at 717-248-1387, or pjohnson@rjphco.com. 

A Blast From the Past
 The Stone Arch Players are updating their archive of past 
show programs and posters...that’s 147 shows since 1967! 
Many of the programs and posters have gone missing over the 
years, and we would love to have as much of the total collection 
as possible.  If you have any old programs or posters that you 
wish to donate to Stone Arch, we would greatly appreciate it. 
(And if you don't wish to part with your SAP memorabilia, we 
can scan the items and return them to you).
 To see the complete list of posters and programs we need, 
stop by the SAP website, www.stonearchplayers.com, and click 

on the link under “A Request From Our Theatre...” on the 
homepage. If you have any questions, contact any SAP board 
member, or email OnCueSAP@gmail.com.

Did You Know?
 Shakespeare’s play Macbeth is said to be cursed, so actors 
avoid saying its name when in the theatre; the euphemism “The 
Scottish Play” is used instead. Actors also avoid quoting lines 
from Macbeth before a performance, particularly the witches’ 
incantations. Outside a theatre and after a performance, the 
play can be spoken of openly. 
 If an actor speaks the name “Macbeth” in a theatre prior to 
a performance, he or she must leave the theatre building, spin 
around three times, spit, curse, and then knock to be allowed 
back in.
	 There are many legends, none verified, of how and why 
Macbeth is cursed. One states that the play was cursed because 
the first time it was ever performed, the actor playing Macbeth 
died shortly before, during, or after the production (accounts 
vary). 
 Another version claims that it was the actor who played 
Lady Macbeth who died during the play’s first run, and that 
Shakespeare himself had to assume the role. There is no 
evidence that either version of this legend is factual.
	 Yet another legend states that the play was cursed by 
witches because it revealed their secrets. Another explanation 
claims that the original production of the play used actual 
witches and witchcraft, and so the play is now cursed. (source: 
Wikipedia.com)

Stay Up-To-Date with SAP
Get the latest updates on Stone Arch shows, activities, and 

other goings-on, by logging into our group page on Facebook. 
Or check out the website, www.stonearchplayers.com, for 
audition, show ticket information, as well as a history of the 
organization and it’s productions.

Join Our Mailing List
If you are interested in receiving information on becoming a 

patron for the 2014-2015 season, send your name and address 
to Alan Peoples at tickets4SAP@gmail.com. Patron forms can be 
also be found in the theatre lobby at every production, or on 
the SAP website at www.stonearchplayers.com.

If you wish to join our email list to receive On Cue via 
email, as well as additional SAP-related email blasts during the 
season, send your name and request to OnCueSAP@gmail.com. 
All SAP members providing an email address, and all patron 
electing to do so on their form, will automatically receive the 
newsletter via email.

Rehearsal of “Leading Ladies” is underway! L to R: Director Phyllis Johnson (far left) blocks a scene with Zack Smith, Michael Cramer, 
Destiny Zeiders, and Pat McKnight; Zack Smith, Pat McKnight, and Michael Cramer rehearse a scene. Congratulations to SAPers Rachel 
Jones, Rob Burns and Sherri Heller on a successful production of “A Christmas Carol” at the Mifflin Co. High School in December.

SAP Board of Directors
Phyllis Johnson - president
Colette Hartlzer - vice president
Michael Cramer - treasurer
Anita Rishel - secretary

Robert Burns, Pat McKnight, Thiry Olbrich, Susan Turns, 
	 Julie Ufema

Combustible Comedy, continued...
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